
MAKING YOUR CALLING 
AND ELECTION SURE

How can we know that we are safe and saved in 
Jesus?  
Our security as Christians is dependent upon our 
being faithful and fruitful… And the faithfulness of 
our God!
It’s easy to anchor our hope in this world, make 
our refuge in things that are seen. 
2 Corinthians 4:18 So we fix our eyes not on what 
is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.



• We should not place our confidence in the things 
of this world because they are temporary!

• If we can’t find hope and security in this world, 
where are we to find it?  In things spiritual… By 
adding the Christian graces outlined by Peter.

• 2 Peter 1:3-11 His divine power has given us 
everything we need for life and godliness 
through our knowledge of him who called us by 
his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he 
has given us his very great and precious promises 
so that through them you may participate in the 
divine nature and escape the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires. 

• 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge



• 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, god-
liness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and 
to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess 
these qualities in increasing measure, they will 
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive 
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if 
anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted 
and blind, and has forgotten that he has been 
cleansed from his past sins. 

• 10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager 
to make your calling and election sure. For if you 
do these things, you will never fall, 11 and you will 
receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



• In these verses, Peter tells us how to make our 
calling and election sure… 

• Let’s examine each of these attitudes and graces.

• 1.  THE FOUNDATION FOR 
CHRISTIAN SECURITY IS FAITH!

• Everything we add to our spiritual life must be 
supported by our faith.

• Faith is a TRUST and CONFIDENCE in God, 
His Word and His PROMISES.

• Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will never pass away.

• Do we believe His word? All of it?



• Do we believe that, we are saved by Grace 
through Faith, as stated in Ephesians 3?

• Do we believe that forgiveness of sins occurs in 
Baptism... as promised in Acts 2:38?

• Do we believe that He is preparing a heavenly 
home for His church, and that He will punish the  
unbeliever and the disobedient in eternal death?

• Do we believe that God is working ALL things out 
to our benefit as His children?

• Hebrews 10:19-23 Therefore, brothers, since we 
have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 



• body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our bodies washed with 
pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

• Faith is more than just confidence. It includes 
OBEDIENCE.

• Hebrews 11 tells us that… By Faith Able offered a 
more excellent sacrifice than did Cain.

• Faith is worshiping God... As He directs.
• By Faith Enoch walked with God.



• Faith is walking with God daily... Not just on 
Sundays, but each day we live.

• By Faith Noah built an ark.
• Faith is doing whatever God requires of us 

regardless of whether or not it seems logical.
• By Faith Abraham left his homeland and went to 

where God directed.
• Faith is following God’s Divine direction, through 

His Word, wherever that may lead.
• John 8:31 To the Jews who had believed him, 

Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples.”

• We can believe in Jesus and still not be a disciple.



• James says, “The demons believe.” But they 
aren't obedient. 

• Faith includes FAITHFULNESS.  
• Faith is pleasing God. “Without faith it is 

impossible to please Him.”
• Who are we trying to please in our daily walk? 

Ourselves... others... or God?  Who are we being 
faithful to?? 

• 2.  OUR SECURITY IS GUARANTEED 
As We Add GOODNESS To Our FAITH

• Goodness is our living above the world… above 
giving in to the desires of the flesh.



• Galatians 5:13-26 You, my brothers, were called 
to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 
the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in 
love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single 
command: "Love your neighbor as your-self."  15 If 
you keep on biting and devouring each other, 
watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

• 16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not 
gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the 
sinful nature desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful 
nature. They are in conflict with each other, so 
that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you 
are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 



• 19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry 
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and 
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like this 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

• 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23

gentleness and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law. 

• 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 



• 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step 
with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other.

• We can never be sure of our salvation if we are 
being flesh-led rather than Spirit-led… 

• Peter summed what Jesus did in 5 words… Acts 
10:38 “He went about doing good.”

• Jesus fed the hungry...  
• He visited and healed the sick… 
• He comforted the grieving and cared for the poor.
• He taught the people truth... 
• He wore Himself out in service to others.



• Are we doing what He did? Are we wearing 
ourselves out in service to others… or do we just 
do what we want to do?  

• 3.  ADD TO YOUR GOODNESS
KNOWLEDGE.

• Spiritual security is staying in the WORD.
• Israel’s returning remnant made great changes in 

their lives under Nehemiah after they again 
heard the Law read by Ezra in Nehemiah 8.

• After the law was reread, 3 things happened…
• They restored their worship — chapter 8…
• They confessed their sins — chapter 9…



• They restored their giving pledges to God.  Ch. 10
• There can be no spiritual security if we are living 

outside the Word… and we can’t live in the Word 
unless we know it! 

• Great changes will occur in our churches and in 
our personal lives when the word of God returns 
to our pulpits and classrooms!

• As believers, our security is found in reading the 
word… knowing the word… living in the word!

• 4.  WE ALSO MAKE OUR CALLING 
AND ELECTION SURE BY BEING
SELF CONTROLLED.



• ‘Self-control.’  “living under trials and testing in 
such a manner that will honor and glorify God.”

• Self control/self discipline; a willingness to say 
‘NO’ to sin… and ‘YES’ to righteousness. 

• Titus 2:11-12 For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us 
to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives 
in this present age,

• 1 Corinthians 9:26-27 Therefore I do not run like a 
man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man 
beating the air. 27 No, I beat my body and make it 
my slave so that after I have preached to others, I 
myself will not be disqualified for the prize.



• We must DISCIPLINE and control our 
thoughts, emotions, attitude, and behavior.

• 5.  WE MUST ADD PERSEVERANCE.
• Nothing can rob us of our victory in Jesus. We 

must NEVER GIVE UP! 
• Hebrews 10:32-39 Remember those earlier days 

after you had received the light, when you stood 
your ground in a great contest in the face of 
suffering. Sometimes you were publicly exposed 
to insult and persecution; at other times you 
stood side by side with those who were so 
treated. 34 You sympathized with those in prison 
and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your 
property, because you knew that you yourselves 



• had better and lasting possessions. 
• 35 So do not throw away your confidence; it will 

be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that 
when you have done the will of God, you will 
receive what he has promised. 37 For in just a very 
little while, "He who is coming will come and will 
not delay.  But my righteous one will live by faith.  
And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with 
him."  39 But we are not of those who shrink back 
and are destroyed, but of those who believe and 
are saved. 

• Scripture demands perseverance… Not shirking 
back and being lost.



• Revelation 2:10 Do not be afraid of what you are 
about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some 
of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the 
point of death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.

• Being sure of our salvation is wrapped up in our 
patient perseverance… our being faithful unto 
and until the end!

• We will finish tonight…
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